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The first church edifice was erected in South
Glens Falls, N. Y. by Christ Church in Glens
Falls, N. Y. in 1869. In this building services
were conducted and preachers supplied under
the direction of the Glens Falls Church until
the Spring of 1876, when a church organization
was effected and South Glens Falls assumed the
responsibilily of a separate and independent
charge. The Church membership at that time
numbered eighty-five, including probationers.

In 1886, the old edifice having become too
small for the young and growing society, it was
decided to enlarge. The work was so thoroughly
and wisely done, that the spacious structure was
practically a new creation. These improvements
were made during the pastorate of Rev. E. A,
Braman.

In 1909, the need of a larger if not a new
edifice was felt. During the years from 1886 to
1909, the membership increased in a normal,
healthy growth, aided by a few revivals, and by
steady, devoted service of the pastors, as well
as by the firm loyalty of the people.

A lot was purchased, during the pastorate—
1917 to 1920-—of the Rev. L. E. Barker at the
corner of Main and New Streets.

On October 25, 1924, at 8 a.m., ground was
broken by the Rev. C. W. S. Becker, Pastor; the
Rev. H. J. Selleck, Church School Superintend-
ent, and the Rev. Alfred Day, the oldest minister
in Troy Conference.
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On Sunday, November 23rd, 1924, the Rev.
A. D, Angell, Superintendent of the Plattsburgh
District, laid the corner stone. This new Meth-
odist Episcopal Church located at the corner of
Main and New Streets, was dedicated June 28th,
1925. Fully five hundred persons attended the
service. The dedicatory sermon was delivered by
the Rev. A. D. Angell, Superintendent. His ser-
mon subject was: “The Towers of Zion” Psalm
48:2, 12, 13.

The first service in the new edifice was held
Sunday, June 29th, 1925, when the pastor, the
Rev. C. W. S. Becker, had the privilege of de-
livering the first sermon. His theéme was: “The
Golden Chain of Prayer.” At this service the
Rev. C. W. S. Becker was assisted by the Rev.
A. D. Angell, the Rev. H. J. Selleck and Prof.
O. W. Winch. The choir and orchestra rendered
special music at both services under the direc-
tion of Miss Helene Thomas (Mrs. George Mil-
lard).

The financial report showed that the Church
had cost over thirty-five thousand dollars. The
Board of Trustees presented, through Arthur
Germain, Chairman, the building for dedication.

A few months later a modern parsonage was
built on a lot adjoining the new church. '

The work was started and completed under
the able leadership .of the Rev. C. W. S. Becker,
whose fine spirit of sacrificial service must long
remain a challenge and a call to nobler living.

‘The building  of a new edifice and parsonage
was a venture of great faith.
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On April 13th, 1927, the last day of the Troy
Annual Conference, which convened in Albany,
Bishop Leonard appointed me to this Church,
and thus I became your second minister. For
seven years, from 1927 to 1934, I served this
Church, Five of those were years of depression.
We worked together during those seven years
in sincere effort to hold to a high standard of
efficiency and spiritual power the work of this
Church. Failures came. We found obstacles
which impeded the work, yet this Church was
strong, determined, efficient, alert, and true to
the ideals and teachings of Jesus. We realized
the power of the divine in co-operative work
with the human. We knew that the Word would
not return unto Him void; we knew that the
seed planted had in it the power of eternal life,
and that lives lived in accordance with the
spirit of truth, purity and love are the wvery
cornerstone not only of the Church but also of
civilization. We wanted, by the presence and
power of Christ in our lives, to be too assured
for fear and doubt; too noble for anger, and tco
spiritually evolved to worry. Our prayer was
that we might all together grow into a more
complete understanding of the truth and pur-
pose of life, while this Church grew in power
and service.

In 1934 I was succeeded by the Rev. Leonard
Ives who faithfully served. this Church wuntil
1939. During his pastorate the stucco finish of
the Church building was covered with a red
brick veneer which greatly improved its exterior
appearance.
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The Rev. Leonard Ives was succeeded in 1939
by the Rev. George Robinson who for fourteen
years efficiently served this Church. During his
pastorate the Church indebtedness was liqui-
dated. :

April 9th, 19486, celebrating the occasion of
the liquidation of its .entire property indebted-
ness, an impressive mortgage burning ceremony,
prepared and conducted by the pastor, the Rev.
George Robinson, took place in this Church,
during the morning worship service. G. Homer
Brooks, treasurer of the Building Fund, outlined

the details of the loan made at the time of the

erection of the Church Building, and the cam-
paign in recent years to liquidate the debt fund.
He then presented the mortgage to Arthur Ger-
main, chairman of The Board of Trustees, who
spoke briefly.

Participating in the ceremony were the fol-
lowing representatives: G. Homer Brooks rep-
resented The Board of Trustees; Truman Reyn-
olds represented the Official Board; Oliver W.
Winch represented the Board of Education;
Clemons P. Thomas represented the Church
School; . Mrs. Clarence West represented The
Women’s Society of Christian Service; Raymond
Swart represented the Methodist Men’s Fellow-
ship; William Clatworthy represented The Tuxis

Group, and John Silva represented the Youth

Fellowship. .

At the call of the pastor, each lighted his piece
of the mortgage from a lighted candle, and
dropped it burning into the bowl. The pastor,
Rev. George Robinson, recalled the sacrifices
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and devotion of those of the fellowship of the
Church who had passed from the Church mili-
tant to the Church triumphant, and burned his
portion of the mortgage in their memory. The
Rev. A. D. Parker, Superiniendent of the Glens
Falls District, Troy Conference, burned his por-
tion of the mortgage symbolic of the future,
with its challenge to do even greater things for
Christ and His Church. The ceremony closed
with the singing of the hymn, “Now thank we
all our God, with heart and hands and voices,”
and the Benediction.

April 1953, the Rev. George Robinson was
succeeded by the Rev. Merle G. Stone who
faithfully served the Church from 1953 to 1959.
During the first three years of his ministry a
building addition increased the value of the
Church property and its facilities by 90%, at
a cost of $84,000.

For many years the Methodist Church in
South Glens Falls, and the Methodist Church
in Fortsville formed one charge. In. 1956, -due
to the increased demands on the pastor brought
about by the rapid growth of South Glens Falls,
the Conference withdrew Fortsville from a cir-
cuit relationship with South Glens Falls.

It was about this time that the population of
South Glens Falls and vicinity began to increase
rapidly, and the. Church was confronted with
the problems and responsibilities of this larger
parish. This situation was to create the need for
an associate pastor.

In May 1959, the Rev. Merle G. Stone was
succeeded by the Rev. Thomas D. Peterson who
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since that time has conscientiously and effici-
ently carried on the work of the Church, preach-
ing, calling, counselling, organizing, administer-
ing, leading and inspiring.

Saturday evening, June 15th, 1963, a recep-
tion was given for the intern-pastor, the Rev.
John D. Peterson. Principal Chester Ostrander,

lay leader of the Methodist Church in South

Glens Falls, was the chairman. Addresses were
given by the Rev. Merle G. Stone, a former pas-
tor of the Methodist Church in South Glens
Falls, and now minister of the Methodist Church
in Richford, Vi. and myself, now retired and
living in South Glens Falls. After these address-
es, the Rev. Thomas D. Peterson motioned for
the large audience to stand, then clasping the
right hand of the Rev. John D. Peterson, and
using a few well chosen sentences, graciously
welcomed him into his internship year with the
Methodist Church in South Glens Falls.

The following ministers were present: The
Rev. Dr. Hobart Goeway, District Superintend-
ent of the Glens Falls District, Troy Conference;
the Rev. Frederick Dyckman, executive secre-
tary of the Board of Missions and Education of
the Troy Conference; the Rev. Dr, Joseph Loper
of the Adirondack Community College: the Rev.
Nevin Korb, pastor of the First Baptist Church
in South Glens Falls; the Rev. Carl Olson, re-
tired Methodist minister now living in South
Glens Falls; William Hockman, Director of
Christian Education in the First Presbyterian
Church in Glens Falls and the Rev. George
Teague, minister of Christ Church in Glens Falls.
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An impressive mortgage burning ceremony,
prepared and conducted by the Rev. Thomas D.
Peterson, took place on Sunday, June 16, 1963

during the morning worship service. Participat-

ing in this worship service were: the Organist,
Mr. Stanley Granger and the  Choir; Call to
Worship by the Rev. John D. Peterson; Prayer
of Confession by Prof. Oliver W. Winch; the
Responsive Reading led by the Rev. George M.
Folsom; the Scripture Reading by the Rev. John
J. Prudom; the Pastoral Prayer was offered by
the Rev. Dr. Hobart Goeway; the Words of
Greeting were given by the Rev. Thomas D.
Peterson; the sermon was delivered by the Rev.
Merle G. Stone; A Litany of Dedication was led
by the Rev. Frederick A. Dyckman. While the
offering was being taken, “The Twenty-Third
Psalm” by Mallott was excellently sung by Miss
Linda LaVoy, soprano.

Those participating in the mortgage burning
ceremony were: the Rev. Thomas D. Peterson,
Pastor; Mr. William Clatworthy, President of
the Board of Trustees; Principal Chester B.
Ostrander, Lay Leader: Prof. Olievr W. Winch,
for fifty-five years in effective relation as a Lay
Preacher in the local Church; Mr. Harry V.
Carter, Superintendent of the Church School;
Mrs. Donald W. Woodworth, President of the
Women’s Society of Christian Service; Miss
Sheila Ward, President of the Senior Methodist
Youth Fellowship. Each lighted his candle from
one of the candles on the Altar, and then lighted
the mortgage which was dropped burning into
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the bowl. Together we rejoiced because the en-
tire property indebtedness was liquidated. This
mortgage burning ceremony closed with the
congregation singing the hymn, “Glorious Things
of Thee Are Spoken,” and with the Benediction
given by the pastor, the Rev. Thomas D. Peter-
son. .

Today the local Methodist Church is confront-
ed with the strongest challenge of her history.
Will she meet this cheallenge successfully? It is
her duty, responsibility and opporiunity to im-
prove on the past, and to continue her ministry
of expansion and application to the progressive
educational and spiritual needs of our time. The
opportunity of the Church is the measure of her
duty and responsibility. Throughout the ages,
ever fresh to each generation, the voice of our
Lord rings with new music and new meaning,
“Greater works than these shall you do.”

At the close of that great mortgage burning
ceremony, more pages of achievements were
added to the history of The Methodist Church
in South Glens Falls.

September 23, 1963

John J. Prudom
106 Hudson Sireet
South Glens Falls, N, Y.
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LIST OF PASTORS

Rev. Charles Edwards
Rev. Albert A. Day
Rev. Henry Wright
Rev. S Palmer

Rev. E. A. Braman
Rev. W. R. Winans
Rev. Anthony Wolford
Rev. John P. Crane
Rev. A. H. Nash

Rev. Stanton P. Allen
Rev. M. M. Curry
Rev. E. L. Terries
Rev. G. A. Kerr

Rev. W. J. Chapman
Rev. J. W. Schwartzman
Rev. J. L. Atwell

Rev. L. E. Barker

Rev. C. P. Hogle
Rev. C. W. S. Becker
Rev. John J. Prudom
Rev. Leonard lves
Rev. George Robinson
Rev. Merle G. Stone
Rev. Thomas D. Peterson

Rev. John D. Peterson,
Intern-Pastor
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